[Surgery for patients with primary liver cancer: report of 1,038 patients].
To investigate methods for enhancing safety of and improving the survival in patients with primary liver cancer (PLC). One thousand and thirty eight patients with PLC were treated in our hospital from January 1990 to December 1998. The early period group (from January 1990 to December 1996) consisted of 731 patients [312 patients (42.7%) receiving liver resection]; the late period group (from January 1997 to December 1998) included 307 patients [217 patients (70.7%) receiving liver resection]. The mortality within one month after hepatectomy was 2.24% in the early group and 0.74% in the late group. The 1-, 3- and 5-year survival rates were 73.1%, 54.2%, and 34.0% respectively in patients undergoing hepatectomy in the early group and 91.1%, 63.8% and 40.2% in the late group. Regular follow-up of high risk patients is helpful to discover small PLC. High proportion of small PLC, progress of perioperative management, and improvement of operative techniques including hepatopetal blood occlusion of half liver or in vitro-bypass through bio-pump during hepatectomy might be important approaches to enhance the safety of surgical treatment and improve the prognosis of patients with PLC.